
A waste audit is an assessment of the rubbish produced at
your school. It helps answer two key questions:

 1. How much waste is being generated?
 2. What types of waste are being generated?

By gathering and analysing this information, your school can
better understand its waste profile, identify areas for
improvement and measure impact. A waste audit is the first
step towards building a more waste-wise school!
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Compostable
organics 38%

Soft plastics 5%
Landfill 13%

Paper &
cardboard 36%Recycling 8%

Typical waste production
for schools

A Typical Breakdown 
of Waste in Schools

A series of waste audits were
conducted in schools. 
Results showed significant
opportunities for schools to
reduce the amount of waste
they send to landfill. Food
and garden waste are
typically the largest waste
stream in schools, closely
followed by paper &
cardboard.

These results show that an
average school can reduce
around 70% of landfill waste
by composting and recycling
paper & cardboard.
Extending recycling to other
materials and implementing
waste management
hierarchy principles - of
avoid, reduce, reuse will
further reduce
school waste.



Recommended time:  After lunch, 2 hours for three full bins

Recommended Age:  Grade 3 and above 

Additional Tips:
Invite the whole school to see the sorted waste. Even better, invite them to
participate. It’s a powerful way to show why reducing waste matters. 
Let everyone know! Tell your parents and school community about the
audit. It is a great opportunity to raise awareness and build support. 
Notify groundskeepers, cleaners & parents so they can support the audit.

Decide what you’ll measure,
how to do it and what you’ll
need. Good planning makes
the audit run smoothly.

Sort, measure, and record
the waste to see exactly
what your school produces.

Gather your gear - gloves,
scales and data sheets. Get the
space ready with sorting and
weighing stations.

Clean and sanitise the
equipment, tidy the area,
and pack everything away. 

ORGANISATION IS KEY

THE BIG SORT BEGINS

PREPARE THE EQUIPMENT

FINISH STRONG!
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How To Conduct 
a Waste Audit

Plan It Set It Up

Run It Clean It Up



Who Will Do The Audit?
Choose a year group or let
interested students sign up.
Involve the student council or
environment club so students
from different year levels can take
part and share their learning.

Where to Audit?
Ensure a suitable location is
booked. The best area is one that is
undercover and protected from
the wind. 

Which Bins to Audit? 
Focus one one bin at a time to
avoid confusion and log the
correct data. Choose bins carefully
based on what you want to learn:

Landfill Waste. Audit the
general waste bin. 
Bin contamination. Audit
recycling or organic bins. 

Larger schools should audit only 
a sample of bins and calculate
results to represent the whole
school. Select a sample - for
example, checking 3 out of 12 bins
gives you a snapshot of 25% of
your school’s waste. 

Be mindful about which areas you
select bins from. Select bins from
different areas so your results
reflect the whole school and
pinpoint problematic areas.

When To Audit?
The best time to run your audit is
after lunch, when most of the day’s
waste has been generated.
 
Equipment and Safety
Make sure you’ve got everything
you need to keep the audit safe
and running smoothly. You will
need things like tubs, labels, gloves,
data sheets and portable scales. 
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Plan It



Cleaning Station: 
Buckets of soapy water/hose
Cleaning cloths
Towels to dry equipment 
Dustpan, broom/mop, 
Hand sanitiser

How To Set Up
1.Tape the floor covering down

to prevent mess and stains.
2.Place the sorting tubs around

the edge of the floor covering
and bull clip the category signs
onto tubs. 

3.Set up the weighing station.
Weigh and document each
empty sorting tub in the data
sheet for the relevant category. 

4.Set up cleaning station on a
lawn or appropriate area
nearby.

5.  Hand out gloves and tongs to
the students. 
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Waste Audit Station:
Floor covering such as
newspaper or tarp. 
8 sorting tubs, boxes or
buckets. 
Printed waste audit sorting
category signs and bull clips to
attach them with.
Gloves and/or tongs. Ask
students to bring reusable
gloves from home to prevent
plastic waste 
Camera to capture the audit
(optional)

Weighing station:
Waste audit data sheet,
clipboard and pen/pencil.
Portable scale - ask the science
department or bring food
measuring scales from home.
Table or flat surface.

Ensure you have the appropriate equipment needed to run your
waste audit. To make sure the audit runs smoothly we set up 3
different workstations. 

Set It Up



Safety & Hygiene Guidelines 
Have teachers check for and remove
sharp items prior to sorting. such as
broken glass, pins or can lids 
Wear gloves throughout the audit and
wash hands afterwards. Tell students
not to touch others or themselves with
the sorting gloves or tongs.
Trip hazards: be careful of plastic
sheets or tarps, multiple sorting tubs
and limit movement of students. 

6. Ask students to take their tubs to the
weighing station. Allocate three
students and an adult to supervise the
weighing and documenting of every
category. Make sure every category is
accounted for on the data sheet.

7. If counting for 10c containers,
remove these containers from the
other categories, tally and weigh this
new category. You can use this data to
find out how many eligible containers
you could be saving from landfill and
fundraising. 

8. Once all the data has been collected,
students should tip the waste into an
empty general waste, recycling or
organic waste bin and begin clean up. 
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1. Run the students through the 8 main
sorting categories: 

Food waste
Rigid plastics
Soft plastics (wrappers/packets)
Paper & cardboard
Tricky to Recycle items 
Metals (aluminium/steel cans)
Tetra packs (juice/milk boxes)
Landfill (soiled & broken items)

2. Run through the safety & hygiene rules
of the audit. 

3. Divide students into two groups. 
Group 1 can start sorting the waste and
Group 2 can act as tub monitors, helping
to identify correct items/ Swap the group
roles back and forth until all the waste 
is sorted. 

4. Take photos of each completed 
tub before weighing it.

5. Allocate 1 - 2 students to each category
to tally the number of items for some of
the categories. This helps the students
understand how much waste is collected.
i.e. 80 snack wrappers.

Run It



1. Head to the cleaning station to
wash the equipment with soapy
water. We recommend washing
and reusing all equipment,
including the sorting tubs, plastic
floor covering, tongs and gloves
instead of disposing equipment. 

2. Sweep and wipe down the floor
covering with soapy water and a
cloth. 

3. Make sure the waste sorting area
is swept and mopped and all
students wash their hands
thoroughly. 

4. Pack your waste audit kit away
and store it responsibly for 
future use. 

RETHINK WASTE SCHOOL PROGRAM

and next steps..

Once the clean up is complete gather
the students and discuss:

The results and findings of the
audit
what they expected to see and
what they did not and why
Ask questions about the results i.e.
was there more paper than you
expected or less food than you
thought?
Which items could be gifted,
recycled, avoided, taken
elsewhere for recycling.
Possible future actions the school
could take from these results.
What are the next steps.

Share the results of the school audit
and celebrate this key milestone with
your school community! 

It is the teachers job to go over the raw data and ensure that the weight of
the tub is removed from the final weight recorded. If you audited a
percentage of school’s waste, calculate the total amount of waste for the
whole school. 

Clean It Up



ReThink Waste Tasmania
https://rethinkwaste.com.au/resources/

Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania
https://nre.tas.gov.au/environment/waste-and-resource-recovery/education-and-awareness-about-waste

Planet Ark
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/resources/schools

Clean Up Australia Day Educators Guide
https://www.cleanup.org.au/

Mobile Muster Curriculum Guides
https://www.mobilemuster.com.au/education/curriculum-guides/
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Where to Now
Congratulations - you’ve completed your waste audit! Now it’s time to take
what you’ve learned and turn those results into real change at your school.

While an audit can stand alone as a great awareness activity, the real impact
comes when students connect their findings to bigger ideas — like where
waste goes, the problems caused by landfill, and the many ways we can
reduce, reuse, and recycle.

Use your audit results as a springboard for learning and action:
Share your findings: Create a visual display, poster, or presentation to
show your school community what you discovered.
Start a conversation: Discuss what surprised you most about the results.
Which materials showed up the most? Why do you think that is?
Write a Waste Action Plan: Identify key areas for improvement and set
achievable goals. A template can be found on the ReThink Waste
Tasmania website.
Keep the learning going: Build waste and sustainability themes into
classroom lessons, projects, and school events.

To help continue your waste education journey, here are some great 
follow-up teaching resources and lesson plans found on websites.



Material Weight (Kg) Volume (L) Count

Landfill

Tetra Pak

Landfill

Soft Plastics

FOGO Food waste

Recycle

Recyclable Plastics

Aluminium & Steel

Paper & Cardboard

Tricky to
Recycle E-waste

Recycle
Rewards Containers

Total FOGO

Total Recycle

Total Landfill

School Area Bin # Stream

9
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