TASMANIA

Recyclingtriangies explained

Most people think the “recycling triangle” found on plastic products
is a symbol to let you know that the plastic can be recycled. And they

would be right... to a degree.

The "recycling triangle” is actually the Plastics Identification Code
(PIC) and lets you know the type of plastic used to make the product.
Most objects that are marked with a PIC can technically be recycled,
just not always in the kerbside recycling bin.

Polystyrene, or Styrofoam, is often marked with a PIC and the
number 6, but polystyrene can never be recycled in the kerbside
recycling bin.

This is because the recycling truck can crush the polystyrene into
tiny pieces. These pieces are practically impossible to sort at the
Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) and so they end up contaminating
the good recyclable materials like glass, paper and cardboard.

How do you know when something marked with
aPIG can goin your kerbside recycling binand
whenitcan't?

Refer to the handy A-Z Guide to Recycling and Waste available from
www.rethinkwaste.com.au. It lets you know what can and cannot
be recycled in your kerbside bin and advises where materials can
be taken. If you are still unsure, call your local council for advice.

Start Organise Recycle Think. SORT yourself out today.

Visit www.rethinkwaste.com.au for more information on recycling at
home, at work, and when out and about.

A

C.Q.& A

Did you know?

Plastic bags are often marked
with a PIC, but plastic bags can
never be recycled in the kerbside

recycling bin.

To recycle plastic bags, you
must take them to a special soft
plastic collection point, like the
plastic bag bins found in most
major supermarkets.
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